INFLUENCE  OF  CHRISTIANITY.                       4$.
country, 6,860; punished with Infamy, confiscation, perpetual imprisonment, or loss of civil rights, 97,321: total, 114,401 " (" Freethinker's Text-Book," Part IT., p. 472). Cardinal Ximenes has 52,855 victims. In Spain alone 31,912 persons were burned alive, and 291,450 more perished' for heresy; in the Netherlands Alva put 18,000 heretics to death, by his own confession, and 50,000 were put to death in the year 1566 only; in 1572, 14,000 Huguenots were slain in Paris, and tens of thousands more throughout France ; Henry Till, of England slew 500 heretics who rejected his " Six Articles;" Mary killed 277 Protestants, Elizabeth a large number of Roman Catholics ; in Ireland Roman Catholics were under the most cruel laws ; the misery there to-day is largely due to Christianity, Orange fanaticism and Popish bigotry being equally bloodthirsty, and Ireland will never be at peace until heresy has cured the brutality generated by Christianity; in Scotland Dissenters were killed and tortured. Christian leaders proclaimed the duty of persecution : "In Germany, Luther cried, * "Why, if men hang the thief upon the gallows, or if they put the rogue to death, why should not we with all our strength, attack these popes and cardinals, these dregs of the Roman Sodom? Why not wash our hands in their blood ?* Sandys, Bishop of London, wrote in defence of persecution. Archbishop Usher, in an address signed by eleven other bishops, said, ' Any toleration to the papists is a grievous sin.' Knox said, ' The people are bound in conscience to put to death the queen, along with all her priests.' The English Parliament said, * Persecution was necessary to advance the glory of God.' The Scotch Parliament decreed death against Catholics as idolators, sayingc it was a religious obligation to execute them'" ("Freethinker's Text-Book," Part II., p. 474). I admit that most religions persecute more or less, but let my opponent, if he can, produce the record of any superstition drenched in blood as is this Christianity; until such a record is produced I affirm " that Christianity has used persecution more largely than any other creed" (4) That it has upheld and aggravated slavery. Slavery is admittedly taught in the Old Testament (Lev. xxv., 44); it is nowhere denounced in the New. On the contrary, slaves, euphemistically translated servants in our Bible, are exhorted to be obedient and submissive, and Paul sent back